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to Ms own private use, leaving the stock to be an-
swerable for the value.

4.  One partner may sell and give credit, and de-
liver parcels of goods, to what sum or what quantity
he thinks fit, and to whom; and so, by his indis-
cretion, and perhaps by connivance and knavery,
lose to the stock what parcel of goods he pleases,
to the ruin of the other; and so bring themselves
to be both bankrupt together.

5.  Nay, to sum up all, one partner may commit
acts of bankruptcy without the knowledge of the
other, and thereby subject the united stock, and
both or all the partners to the danger of a commis-
sion, when they may themselves know nothing of it
till the blow is given, and given so as to be too late
to be retrieved.

All these, and many more, being the ill conse-
quences and dangers of partnership in trade, I can-
not but seriously warn the honest, industrious
tradesman, if possible, to stand upon his own legs,
and to go on upon his own bottom; to pursue his
business diligently, but cautiously; and what we
call fair and softly; for is it not much better to
carry on but a middling business, and let it be his
own, than to push eagerly at a vast trade and enjoy
but half of it?

There may be cases indeed which may have their
exceptions to this general head of advice; partner-
ships may sometimes prove successful; and in some
particular businesses they are more necessary than
in others; and, in some they tell us that they are ab-
solutely necessary; though the last I can by no means
grant: but, be that as it will, there are so many
cases more in number, and of great consequence
too, wherein persons miscarry, by the several per-
plexed circumstances, differing tempers, and open